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U.S. Rep. John Yarmuth and former U.S. Ambassador Matthew Barzun have
pitched in $15,000 to help kick-start a fundraising campaign for The Louisville
Cardinal, the University of Louisville's financially struggling independent student

newspaper.

Yarmuth, who founded LEO Weekly, committed $10,000 in matching funds,
according to a news release Tuesday from The Cardinal. And Barzun, who recently
arranged to buy Louisville Magazine and Louisville.com, matched half of Yarmuth's
contribution with a $5,000 donation he and his wife, Brooke Barzun, pledged to
The Cardinal.

“Irelied on writers trained at The Cardinal when I was editing LEO, so I understand
the value of Cardinal alumni to local journalism," Yarmuth, a Louisville Democrat,
said in a statement. "I've long been proud of the work of this newspaper and look
forward to its continued presence in our community, helping to prepare the
journalists of tomorrow.”

From March: University of Louisville’s student paper to keep printing — for now — thanks to ad
buy

Column: University of Louisville student newspaper shouldn't pay for Ramsey's sins
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Barzun's ties to journalism extend beyond Louisville Magazine. He used to be

an executive at CNET Networks, a technology review site, and also was on Gannett's
board of directors. (The Courier Journal is a member of Gannett's USA

TODAY Network.)

Barzun, who previously was an ambassador to the United Kingdom and Sweden,
also emphasized the importance of The Cardinal in a statement Tuesday.

"The Cardinal gives students the voice they deserve along with the responsibility
that journalism demands,” Barzun said. “And even more than that, it adds voices to
the Louisville media ecosystem that we don't hear from often enough."

These donations are part of an initiative that aims to raise $100,000 over the
coming year to support The Cardinal's operations and replenish its reserves, which
were depleted as U of L slashed its financial support for the student newspaper,
according to Tuesday's news release. (The university itself has been grappling with
repeated budget cuts from the state government in recent years.)

People can donate to the fundraising campaign online at
www.louisvillecardinal.com.

“We will be reaching out to other generous donors like Congressman Yarmuth and
Matthew and Brooke Barzun,” Jenni Laidman, chair of The Cardinal's board of
directors, said in a statement. “But we need everyone’s support. Every dollar will
provide a place where student journalists can learn important skills that will last a
lifetime.”

Morgan Watkins: 502-582-4502; mwatkins@courierjournal.com;
Twitter: @morganwatkins26. Support strong local journalism by subscribing
today: courier-journal.com/morganw.

https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/2018/09/04/john-yarmuth-matthew-barzun-donate-university-louisville-cardinal-newspaper/1189391002/ 2/3



6/28/26, 12:09 PM Yarmuth, Barzun donate $15K to The Louisville Cardinal

https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/2018/09/04/john-yarmuth-matthew-barzun-donate-university-louisville-cardinal-newspaper/1189391002/ 3/3



